
Y8 GCSE OPTIONS

2018



Overview and Dates

Tuesday 23rd Jan: GCSE information and ‘new’ subject presentations. 

Tuesday 20th Feb: GCSE ‘mock options’

Saturday 21st April: GCSE Options Open Morning (Senior School)

Friday 27th April: Deadline for submitting final GCSE choices



Making the right choice first time.

GET IT RIGHT

Happy & Enjoyable

Better grade

Better chances for 6th

form/University/Career

GET IT WRONG

Unhappy & Stressed

Changes make extra 

work and are

NOT always possible



An options booklet will be 

available with much more 

information about each 

subject.

Today, you are going to 

hear from three Heads of 

Department, about 

subjects you have not 

studied before. You will 

have met all other 

subjects on the options 

list…



GCSE Physical Education



Why?



What is GCSE PE?

• An exciting and stimulating subject for those 
who love taking part in sport and physical 
activity. 

• It is designed to allow you to extend your 
knowledge in a wide range of topics from the 
way our bodies work and respond to exercise to 
the pathways athletes can take to the Olympics 
and on to how our brains process information to 
help us learn new sports skills. 



What is GCSE PE?

It is divided into 3 units:

Unit 1: Applied Anatomy, Physiology and 
Physical Training 

Unit 2: Socio-cultural Factors, Sports 
Psychology, Health, Fitness and 
Well-being 

Unit 3: Practical Activity Assessment 



How good at sport 
do I have to be?

• The Practical component is based on an assessment of your ability 
in 3 sports.

• Most students will be assessed as Performers, but Coaching and 
Officiating is available as well.

• Students also complete a verbal analysis of performance task.

It’s an advantage if you are an strong player, but certainly not a 
barrier to an amazing grade if you are not!



Bromsgrove Classics

Latin

Classical Civilisation

‘Ancient Worlds’ activity

Mr. D. Corns, Head of  Classics

dcorns@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

dcorns.weebly.com



Classical Civilisation



Classical Civilisation

Year 9 (Lower 4th)

Greece



From the Trojan War

and the 

earliest Greek civilisations...



… through the foundation of  the 

earliest Greek cities 

including 

Athens and Sparta...



… on to Greece’s fight for its existence 

against the 

Persian empire…



… and the highs and lows of  

Athens as a great cultural and naval power, 

but locked in civil war against 

Spartan military might.



The city of  Athens -

Acropolis, 

Agora

and the home of  ‘democracy’.



Life at home -

as a citizen male, 

a non-citizen female,

or as a slave.



How Athenian boys were educated 

in reading, music & exercise; 

how Athenian men

argued & fought for their city.



How Athenian girls

grew to be Athenian ‘kyriai’,

and what their place was in society.



Far from Athens in the 

remote Eurotas valley,

the warrior state of  Sparta...



… with two kings,

and a slave-nation of  fellow Greeks 

forced to labour for them...



… where women had 

more freedom

than in Athens...



… and where boys trained in the agoge

to become warrior men…



… and the most formidable army

of  all of  ancient Greece.



GCSE

Classical Civilisation

Year 10 (Upper 4th)

Myth & Religion



The ‘pantheon’ of  gods

of  

ancient Greece and Rome...



… and the heroic figures who make up 

Greek and Roman mythology, 

including Heracles/Hercules.



How temples and sacrifice

formed the practical focus of  

everyday Greek and Roman religion…



… and how religious myths of  

Theseus and Romulus

were used to explain the establishment 

of  Athens and Rome themselves.



Greek and Roman religion as 

entertainment and festival, 

including the Panathenaia and Saturnalia...



… and how myth was used in art

to impress and to demonstrate power.



How religion formed the framework for 

the end of  life 

in Greece and Rome...



… and the stories people told one another about it: 

not just about the underworld, 

but about the mythological characters 

who cheated death itself.



GCSE

Classical Civilisation

Year 11 (5th Form)

Rome



Houses of  the rich and the poor, 

in 

Rome, Ostia, Pompeii & Herculaneum...



… and the families who lived there 

& their daily life at home 

(inc. their dinner parties).



What it means to be a citizen;

the senators who run the Empire;

and the slaves & free-men

who make things happen.



Roman passions for 

chariot-racing, 

gladiatorial & beast fights, 

and the theatre -

as well as the baths.



How Romans wrote about their city -

both mocking it...



… and describing to others 

what life was like there day-to-day.



A ‘day in the life’ of  Rome:

what would you do?



The roles of  men & women, 

slaves & masters,

patrons & clients.



GCSE

Classical Civilisation

How?

Non-examined material in Year 9

2 final exams at end of  Year 11

No coursework

3 lessons per week



GCSE

Classical Civilisation

Why?

Interest in the ancient world:

mythology

archaeology

history

literature



GCSE

Classical Civilisation

‘Skills’

Historical analysis

Literary interpretation

Archaeological importance

Cultural context

Factual, explanatory & analytical writing!



Bromsgrove Classics

GCSE Latin

GCSE Classical Civilisation

You can study both subjects if  you wish
(if  you are taking Latin in Prep School)



Bromsgrove Classics

Mr. D. Corns, Head of  Classics

dcorns@bromsgrove-school.co.uk

dcorns.weebly.com



Mrs Holdsworth 
(jeholdsworth@bromsgrove-school.co.uk)

Head of GCSE Business

GCSE
BUSINESS



What is business studies?



Marketing 



Human resources



Production



Finance

60% of firms 

fail in their 

first five 

years

Many profitable 

businesses fail due to 

cashflow problems



External factors



Who should study it



GCSE results 2017



What makes a good Business pupil? 

How we teach

 Discussion

 Activities 

 Clips/videos

 Group work

 Role plays

 Debates

 Simulations

 Computer simulations

 Games

Skills required
 Interest in current affairs

 Willingness to work and learn

 Participation and Discussion

 Problem Solving

 Decision Making



 I want to develop problem solving skills

 ‘I’m really interested in it…’

 ‘It’s an academically respected course.’

 ‘It goes with every subject I study.’

 ‘I want to know more about the big issues that are affecting me 

and the world I live in.’

 ‘I think I’d be good at it.’

 ‘I’m really interested in it…’

 It will prepare me for the world of work

Reasons to Study Business



Next steps

 Start to read the options booklet information

 Make sure you are clear on which choices you can make

 Ask teachers, parents, tutors for advice

 Don’t be swayed by what your friends are doing (you’ll end up    
being unhappy with your choices)

 Complete your mock options choices as a trial run on Tuesday 
20th February. You have plenty of time to think about things 
before then.

 Final choices will be made during the week after the Options 
Open Morning. Deadline 27th April.


